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Balance  on  hand,  March  15th,  1860 


$758  25 


RECEIPTS. 

Quarterly  Dues  received  from  Members 

Initiation  Fees  from  new  Members 

Life  Membership  from  three  Life  Members 

Lectures — receipts  from  regular  course 

Books  sold,  lost,  etc 

Course  of  Lectures  by  Thos.  Starr  Kiug 

Total  receipts  for  the  year 

EXPENDITURES. 


$12,223  50 
654  00 
300  00 
951  00 
92  50 
2,383  50 

16,604  50 

$17,362  75 


Library  account,  for  books,  magazines,  etc $4,969  35 

Expense  account,  rent,  gas,  fuel,  etc 5,169  12 

Salaries  of  Librarian  and  Assistants 3,754  31 
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Printing 242  50 

Catalogue 250  00 

Expenses  of  Lectures  by  Thos.  Starr  King,  and  regular  course  1,575  75 
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Total  expenditures  for  the  year. 


16,482  20 


Balance  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer 


$880  55 


J.  G.  KELLOGG, 

Treasurer. 

San  Francisco,  Jan.  28th,  1861. 


Note. — There  remains  some  $2,000  of  debts  owing  by  the  Library  at  date  of  Treasurer’s  Report. 


LIBRARIAN'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Mercantile  Library  Rooms,  ) 

San  Francisco,  Jan.  28,  1861.  j 

To  the  Members  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association : 

I have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  the  following  Report 
of  the  statistics  and  operations  of  the  Library  and  Reading 
Rooms,  from  the  date  of  my  last  Annual  Report,  (March  13th, 
I860,)  to  the  present  time. 


The  whole  number  of  books  borrowed  from  the  Library  during 
the  year  was  25,757,  which  were  classified  as  follows,  viz  : 


Romance 

Science  and  Art 

Travels 

1,695  “ 

Poetry 

573  “ 

Biography 

2.211  “ 

Miscellany 

History 

1 ,231  “ 

Bound  Periodicals. . . 

Belles-Lettres 

1,195  “ 

Religion 

172  ,r 

The  whole  number  of  books 

taken  out  in  the 

course  of  the 

year  was  3,854  greater  than  in  the  preceding  one.  Nearly  the 
whole  increase  appears  to  have  been  in  the  department  of  Novels 
and  Romances,  and  the  remainder  was  about  equally  divided  be- 
tween those  of  Science  and  Art,  and  Biography.  The  largest 
number  of  volumes  drawn  in  any  single  month  was  2,826,  in 
March,  and  the  smallest  2,436,  in  November,  1860. 

There  have  been  2,336  volumes  added  to  the  Library  during 


the  year,  which  were 

classified  and  arranged  into  the  following 

departments,  making 

the  numbers  in  each — 

Romance 

Poetry 

Travels 

.1,244  “ 

Religion 

Biography 

.1.282  “ 

Law  and  Politics 

727  “ 

History 

.1,297  “ 

Reference  and  Miscellaneous  1,741  “ 

Belles-Lettres 

. 974  “ 

Bound  Newspapers. . . . 

154  “ 

Arts  and  Sciences 

0 

00 

1  ! 

Bound  Periodicals. . . • . . 
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which,  (2,336  volumes,)  added  to  the  number  reported  last  year, 
namely  11,485,  would  make  the  entire  number  of,  at  present, 
composing  the  Library,  13,821  volumes  ; but  if  the  books  which 
have  been  lost  and  worn  out,  during  eight  years,  and  those  of 
the  duplicates  which  are  of  no  use  to  the  members,  were  not 
counted,  its  whole  number  for  practical  purposes  would  not  much 
exceed  13,000  volumes.  It  will  be  seen  that,  while  considerable 
additions  have  been  made  to  each  of  the  departments,  those  of 
the  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the  bound  Periodicals,  have  received, 
each,  an  unusual  number  of  addition.  Among  some  of  the  most 
valuable  of  the  accessions,  both  by  donation  and  purchase,  may 
be  named  the  following  works  : 

Lord  Kingsborough’s  Antiquities  of  Mexico  and  Dupaix  Monuments  of  New 
Spain  ; 9 volumes  imperial  folio.  (Presented  by  Eugene  Casserly,  Esq.) 

Two  Portfolios,  containing  120  of  the  large  Photographic  Views  in  Rome  ; by 
Macpherson.  (Presented  by  Henry  M.  Naglee,  Esq.) 

A Folio  Volume  of  Photographic  copies  o*f  Documents,  etc.,  submitted  upon  the 
trial  of  the  Limantour  Case.  (Presented  by  J.  B.  Williams,  Esq.) 

Blackwood’s  Magazine,  84  volumes. 

The  Quarterly  Review,  108  volumes. 

Southern  Literary  Messenger,  25  volumes. 

Biographie  Nouvelle  des  Contemporains,  25  volumes. 

Schoolcraft’s  Indian  Tribes  of  the  United  States,  5 volumes  royal  quarto. 

Benton’s  Abridgment  of  the  Debates  in  Congress,  14  volumes. 

The  Supplementary  Volumes  of  the  United  States  Exploring  Expedition ; by 
Dana,  Gould  & Hale  ; with  folio  volumes  of  Colored  Plates. 

Journal  des  Mines,  19  volumes. 

Tevnaux-Compan’s  Collection  des  Voyages  a l’Amerique,  20  volumes. 

Lardner’s  Cabinet  Cyclopedia,  130  volumes. 

Cassin’s  Birds  of  America,  2 volumes  quarto. 

Shaw’s  Dresses  and  Decorations  of  the  Middle  Ages,  2 volumes  ; etc.,  etc. 

Many  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Magazines  and  News- 
papers, taken  for  nse  in  the  Reading  Rooms,  among  which  are  : 
The  Artizan,  The  Builder,  Fraser’s  Magazines,  The  United  Ser- 
vice, Dublin  University,  Civil  Engineer,  Mechanics,  Philosoph- 
ical and  Cornhill  Magazines.  Annals  of  Natural  History,  Hall’s 
Journal  of  Health,  Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  etc.,  etc.;  and  of 
Newspapers,  The  Century,  Vanity  Fair,  The  Engineer,  Minin 
Journals,  (English  and  American,)  The  Spectator,  Gardner 
Chronicle,  Railway  Times,  Examiner,  etc. 
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The  Catalogue,  alluded  to  in  my  last  report,  lias  been  printed, 
and  will  lie  ready  in  a few  days. 

During  the  year,  the  Association  has  been  presented  with 
many  valuable  donations  of  books,  works  of  art,  and  natural 
curiosities,  by  the  following  gentlemen,  libraries,  etc.: 


Capt.  II.  W.  Halle  ck, 

S.  II.  Parker, 

A.  J.  Moulder, 

M.  Frank, 

J.  Roach, 

R.  Hawkshurst, 

Rev.  Dr.  Burrows, 

G.  O'H.  Taaffe. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Lightner, 

C.  Wolcott  Brooks, 

Harding  & Linekin, 

J.  de  Fremery, 

Sidney  Y.  Smith, 

W.  II.  Slioek, 

S.  W.  Tatem, 

Prof.  A.  D.  Backe, 

Hon.  C.  L.  Scott, 

E.  J.  Muygridge, 

T.  J.  L.  Smiley, 

Capt.  G.  Thom, 

C.  A.  Ely, 

J.  Ross  Browne, 

A.  S.  Taylor, 

H.  G.  Langley, 

Capt.  T.  B.  Cunningham, 

J.  Archbald, 

Hon.  M.  S.  Latham, 

Hon.  Archibald  Campbell, 

D.  C.  Stone, 

Monroe  Ashbury, 

G.  Davidson, 

R.  II.  Brown, 

A.  Humbert, 

Boston  Public  Library, 

Swan,  Brewer  & Tileston, 

II.  La  Reintrie, 

Horace  Davis, 

H.  Wilkes, 

G.  H.  Bell, 

Smithsonian  Institution, 

II.  D.  Dunn, 

C.  A.  Scammon, 

A.  Roman, 

J.  S.  Homans, 

J.  W.  Forney, 

J.  Ferguson, 

E.  Conway, 

J.  W.  Osborne, 

J.  B.  Williams, 

Lucian  Skinner, 

J.  S.  Davies, 

Dr.  J.  B.  Trask, 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Haven, 

W.  R.  Wood, 

E.  R.  Campbell, 

H.  M.  Naglee, 

Eugene  Casserly, 

C.  R.  Bond. 

The  whole  number  of  members  at  present  belonging  to  the 
Association  is  1 ,094 — classified  as  follows,  viz:  Life  Members, 
109;  Honorary  Members,  67  ; Shareholders,  618;  Subscribing 
Members,  900.  Of  the  Subscribing  Members,  only  those  now 
paying  dues  are  enumerated  in  the  list ; all  holders  of  shares  are 
included,  but  of  the  618,  only  257  now  pay  dues,  which,  added 
to  900,  the  number  of  paying  subscribing  members,  makes  the 
whole  number  now  contributing  to  the  Association,  1,157. 

The  following  three  gentlemen  have  made  themselves  Life 
Members  of  the  Association  during  the  year,  by  the  payment  of 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  viz  : Louis  A.  Garnett,  Lloyd  Tevis, 
and  Lewis  Pierce. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  MOORE, 

Librarian. 
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PRESIDENT’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  : 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  the  Eighth  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Association,  with  such  suggestions  as  may  seem 
“ calculated  to  promote  its  prosperity.” 

FINANCES. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  embracing  a period  of  about  ten 
months,  viz  : from  March  15th,  1860,  to  January  26tli,  1861, 


shows  as  follows  : 

Total  Receipts $16,513  50 

Add  balance  on  hand,  March  15th,  18C0 758  25 

Total $17,271  75 

Expenditures 16,470  20 

Balance  in  Treasury,  January  26th,  1861 $801  55 


I subjoin  a comparative  statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expen- 
ditures during  such  period  of  ten  months  and  the  preceding  pe- 
riod of  fourteen  months,  with  a brief  review  of  the  several  items. 

RECEIPTS. 

Quarterly  Dues  from  Members. — In  this  important  item,  there 
is  the  large  increase  of  $2,308  50. 

Initiation  fees  from  Members. — Here  appears  a decrease  of  $838. 

Life  Membership. — A decrease  also  of  $600,  having  added  only 
three  Life  Members. 

Books  Sold , Lost,  fyc. — Increase  of  some  few  dollars. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Library  Account  for  Books,  Magazines,  fyc. — This  exhibits  an 
increase  of  $1,100  98.  But  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  unusu- 
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ally  large  and  more  valuable  additions  have  been  made  to  our 
Library  during  the  period  named,  namely  ten  months,  than  du- 
ring the  whole  of  any  other  year. 

Expense  Account,  Rent,  Gas,  Fuel,  Sfc. — An  increase  of  $837  81. 

Expense  of  Lectures. — Here  we  observe  a decrease  of  $474. 
Neither  the  receipts  nor  expenditures  in  this  item  were  so  large 
as  last  year. 

Salaries  of  Librarian  and  Assistants. — The  amount  is  less  by 
$612  11,  than  appears  in  the  last  Annual  Report. 

Furniture  and  Furnishing  New  Rooms. — These  items,  taken 
together,  show  a decrease  of  $3,036  14.  But  it  is  only  requisite 
to  state,  in  explanation  of  this  apparently  great  difference,  that 
unusually  large  disbursements  were  rendered  necessary  last  year 
by  the  removal  to  and  occupation  of  our  new  Rooms. 

Catalogue  Account. — The  sum  thus  far  expended  is  about 
$250.  The  entire  cost  of  the  new  Catalogue  will  reach  $650, 
or  thereabouts. 

LIBRARY. 

From  the  full  and  able  Report  of  the  Librarian,  we  learn  that 
the  whole  amount  of  Books  drawn  from  the  Library  during  the 
year  is  25,757 — being  greater  by  3,854  than  the  number  drawn 
out  during  the  preceding  year,  or  rather,  speaking  with  more 
exactness,  during  the  preceding  term  of  fourteen  months. 

There  have  been,  during  the  year,  2,336  volumes  added  to  the 
Library,  which  now  contains  about  13,821  volumes.  Among 
these  new  acquisitions  are  many  works  of  great  value  in  Science, 
Arts,  History,  Geography,  Antiquity,  etc. 

MEMBERS. 

The  Members  now  belonging  to  the  Association  are  stated  to 
be  as  follows  : Life  Members,  108;  Honorary  Members,  66;  Sub- 
scribing Members,  900  ; Shareholders,  618.  Total,  1,692. 

Of  the  subscribing  members,  only  those  paying  dues  are 
enumerated,  and  these  added  to  the  number  of  shareholders 
paying  dues,  viz:  257 — make  the  present  aggregate  of  1,157 
paying  members,  thus  showing  a nominal  decrease  of  171  paying 
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members  since  the  last  Annual  Report.  I say  nominal , because 
it  will  be  noticed  that  while  there  has  been  this  apparent  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  paying  members,  the  amount  of  Quar- 
terly Dues  received,  during  the  past  ten  months,  actually  exceeds 
by  $2,308  50,  the  whole  amount  received  during  the  preceding 
term  of  fourteen  months. 

DONATIONS. 

The  Association  is  particularly  indebted  to  the  following 
named  gentlemen,  for  valuable  donations  : 

Eugene  Casserly,  Esq. — Lord  Kingsborougli's  Antiquities  of  Mexico,  and  Du 
Paix  Monuments  of  New  Spain ; 9 volumes  imperial  folio.  A very  rare  and 
costly  wort. 

H.  M.  Naglee,  Esq. — McPherson’s  Photographic  Views  in  Rome  ; 120  Plates  on 
post  folio. 

J.  B.  Williams,  Esq. — Photographic  Copies  of  the  Limantour  Documents. 

Hon.  M.  S.  Latham,  Hon.  J.  C.  McKibben,  and  Hon.  C.  L.  Scott. — Collection  of 
Congressional  Reports,  etc. 

C.  Wolcott  Brooks,  Esq. — Plaster  Busts  of  Ancient  and  Modem  Philosophers 
and  Statesmen. 

Wm.  K.  Woods,  Esq. — A Collection  of  Plaster  Casts  of  Medallions  of  Kings  of 
France,  etc. 

READING  ROOM. 

This  important  adjunct  of  the  Institution  has  been,  during  the 
past  year,  kept  fully  up  to  its  high  standard.  It  is  the  most 
attractive  and  commodious  one  in  the  State  ; and  continues  to 
be  abundantly  and  promptly  supplied  with  the  leading  Journals, 
Magazines  and  Reviews,  both  foreign  and  American — comprising 
such  new  serials  as  possess  sufficient  merit  to  justify  their  addi- 
tion to  our  already  extensive  range  of  periodical  literature. 

CHESS  ROOM. 

This  Room  is  furnished  with  taste  and  convenience,  and  is 
regarded,  very  properly,  I believe,  as  an  agreeable,  as  well  as 
useful,  feature  of  our  Association.  It  is  consequently  frequented 
by  our  members. 

LIBRARIANS. 

To  Mr.  H.  H.  Moore,  the  Librarian,  and  Mr.  Daniel  E.  Webb, 
the  Assistant  Librarian,  we  are  under  obligations  for  the  syste- 
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matic,  thorough  and  uniformly  courteous  manner  in  which  they 
have  discharged  the  duties  of  their  office.  The  thanks  of  the 
Association  are,  moreover,  additionally  due  to  them,  for  the  pre- 
paration of  a new  and  admirably  arranged — 

ANALYTICAL  CATALOGUE. 

From  this,  it  appears  that  the  Library  now  contains,  as  before 
stated,  nearly  fourteen  thousand  volumes — an  increase  gratifying 
to  ourselves,  and  surprising,  when  compared  with  the  progress 
of  the  Mercantile  Libraries  of  other  cities  : 


Boston founded  in  1820,  contained  19,000  volumes  in  1860. 

New  York “ 1820,  “ 55,000  “ “ 

Philadelphia “ 1821,  “ 16,800  “ “ 

Cincinnati “ 1834,  “ 21,000  “ “ 

Baltimore “ 1839,  “ 16,950  “ “ 

St.  Louis “ 1846,  “ 16,000  “ “ 

Brooklyn “ 1858,  “ 17,500  “ “ 


LECTURES. 

During  the  past  year,  two  Courses  of  Public  Lectures  have 
been  delivered,  as  follows  : 

First  Course. — By  Rev.  T.  Starr  King,  May  10th  1800  ; subject,  “Substance  and 
Show.”  May  15th,  “ Life,  Humor  and  Genius  of  Socrates.”  May  21st,  “ The 
Laws  of  Disorder.”  May  24th,  “ Personal  Power  and  its  Voices.” 

Second  Course. — By  Rev.  T.  Starr  King,  Dec.  27th,  1860  ; subject,  “Existence  and 
Life.”  By  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Scott,  D.  D.,  Jan.  3d,  1801 ; subject,  “Pleasures  of  Uni- 
ting Literay  Tastes  with  Business  Pursuits.”  By  Jas.  F.  Bowman,  Esq.,  Jan.  11th  ; 
subject,  “ Poets,  Poetry  and  the  Ideal  Faculty.”  By  Rev.  T.  Starr  King,  January 
17  th  ; subject,  “ Books  and  Reading.”  By  Robert  C.  Rogers,  Esq.,  January  24th  ; 
subject,  “ Garibaldi.” 

These  Lectures  were  of  a high  order  of  merit,  and  well  re- 
ceived. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  Course  of  Lectures  might  be,  not  only 
increased  in  number,  but  varied  also  in  kind.  Could  not  Lec- 
tures on  scientific  subjects — such  as  Astronomy,  Geology,  Miner- 
alogy, Chemistry,  etc.,  properly  treated  and  illustrated,  be  made 
to  alternate  usefully  and  agreeably  with  Lectures  on  Belles- 
Lettres,  History,  Biography,  Travel,  etc.  ? 

I would  also  recur  to  the  recommendation  made  by  President 
McRuer,  in  the  Seventh  Annual  Report : “ That  competent  gen- 
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tlemen  be  invited  from  abroad,  as  well  as  from  our  own  State, 
to  lecture  before  the  Association.”  Indeed,  a correspondence 
lias  been  opened,  during  the  past  year,  for  such  purpose,  but,  as 
yet,  no  engagements  have  been  perfected.  Let  us  show,  how- 
ever, even  in  this,  that  we  are,  what  we  claim  to  be,  peculiarly 
cosmopolitan — liberal — and  that  we  recognize  only  the  sway  of 
enlarged  and  enlighted  influences  in  the  Republic  of  Letters. 

C LASSES. 

It  is  undoubtedly  known  to  you,  that  there  has  long  been  suc- 
cessfully  introduced,  into  other  Institutions  of  a similar  character, 
the  system  of  classes — whereby,  the  members  can  enjoy,  at  a 
trifling  expense,  the  best  instruction  in  studies  at  once  useful  and 
popular.  Mr.  President  Woodworth,  in  the  Fourth  Annual  Re- 
port, thus  forcibly  suggests  the  adoption  of  this  system  by  our 
own  Association  : 

“ The  plan  has  been  adopted  with  great  success  by  kindred  Associations  in  the 
Eastern  cities,  and  I have  no  doubt  it  would  meet  with  equal  favor  and  success 
here  in  California.  Young  men  of  limited  means  may  thus  be  enabled,  at  a very 
trifling  expense,  to  perfect  themselves  in  any  of  the  branches  of  education  wherein 
they  may  be  deficient.  All  the  various  branches  might  thus  be  acquired  at  an 
expense  about  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  any  one  of  them  studied  separately  by  an 
individual  student.  Liberal  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  necessary  Pro- 
fessors to  conduct  the  classes,  and  ample  accommodations  can  be  obtained  by  them 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  Association.  The  inaugu- 
ration of  this  new  feature  could  not  but  have  the  tendency  to  largely  increase  the 
number  of  members,  as  its  privileges  would,  of  course,  be  confined  exclusively  to 
members  of  the  Association.  I trust  you  will  give  this  subject  the  serious  consid- 
eration its  importance  demands,  for  I believe  there  are  hundreds  of  young  men 
who  would  be  gladly  willing  to  enrol  their  names  upon  your  list  of  members, 
could  this  additional  inducement  be  offered  to  them.” 

CABINET. 

In  connection  with  the  lectures  on  Scientific  Subjects,  and  the 
system  of  Classes,  I would  suggest  the  systematic  formation  of  a 
scientifically  arranged  collection  of  specimens  in  Geology,  Min- 
eralogy, etc.  Such  a cabinet  could  readily  be  made  here,  and 
would  constitute  not  only  a highly  interesting,  but  most  useful 
addition  to  our  means  of  acquiring  sound  and  profitable 
knowledge. 

O 
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BUILDING  A HALL. 

It  will  not  be  forgotten,  that  one  of  the  first  objects  of  our 
Association  is,  “ the  purchase  of  a suitable  lot  of  land,  and  the 
erection  thereon  of  a proper  Building,  or  Hall,  for  the  uses  of 
the  Association.”  Why  not  take  some  determinate  step  at  once 
in  the  matter  ? 

I earnestly  suggest  that  we  do — that  we  set  apart  some  cer- 
tain Fund — say  the  Lecture  Fund,*  or  proceeds  arising  from  the 
Lectures,  for  such  purpose.  Thus,  the  measure,  once  definitely 
resolved  upon  and  taken,  will,  in  accordance  with  the  general 
spirit  of  the  Association,  be  vigorously  pursued,  and  result 
speedily  in  the  realization  of  this  great  project. 

STOCK. 

There  have  been  issued  G18  shares  of  Stock  ; of  these,  only 
257  pay  dues.  It  is  suggested  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken 
to  call  them  all  in,  and  vest  the  ownership  of  them  exclusively 
in  the  Association.  As  many  stockholders  have  already  ex- 
pressed their  willingness  to  surrender  up  their  shares,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that,  by  well  considered  efforts  and  tact,  the  above 
suggestion  could  be  speedily  carried  out  with  complete  success. 
It  would  follow,  necessarily,  also,  that  no  more  stock  should  be 
issued,  and  that  the  Constitution  should  be  correspondingly 
amended. 

REVISION  OF  CONSTITUTION. 

This  whole  subject  was  referred  to  a competent  Committee, 
whose  Report  will,  I understand,  be  presented  to  the  Associa- 
tion this  evening. 

DEATHS. 

During  the  past  year,  two  of  our  Life  Members  have  been  re- 
moved from  us  by  death.  Frederick  P.  Tracy,  Esq.,  and  Gen. 
J.  P.  Haven. 

Gen.  Haven  was  the  first  Vice-President  of  the  Association, 
and  always  manifested  the  utmost  interest  in  its  prosperity.  On 
the  occasion  of  his  decease,  suitable  resolutions  were  passed  and 
entered  upon  the  Minutes  of  the  Board. 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

The  Vice-President,  Wm.  R.  Garrison,  Esq.,  haring  left  for 
the  Atlantic  States,  the  vacancy  thereby  created  was  filled  by 
the  election  of  Wm.  Norris,  Esq.  C.  Wolcott  Brooks,  Esq., 
being  about  to  leave  on  a visit  to  the  East,  also  resigned,  and 
the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Monroe  Ashbury,  Esq. 
Frank  Baker,  Esq.,  also  resigned,  on  account  of  proposed  ab- 
sence ; but  this  vacancy  has  not  been  filled. 

The  Annual  Election,  held  on  Monday,  January  21st,  1861, 
resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  following  named  gentlemen  : 

President JAS.  W.  WHITE. 

Vice-President THOS.  J.  LAMB. 

Treasurer BEXJ.  SMITH. 

Recording  Secretary .E.  H.  JACQUELIN. 

Corresponding  Secretary WALTER  MARTIXEAU. 

Directors. — Maj.  H.  Leonard,  A.  L.  Edwards,  John  S.  Davies,  J.  P.  Nourse,  R.  C. 
Rogers,  J.  Lawrence  Pool,  J.  M.  Strobridge,  J.  C.  Johnson,  J.  M.  McNulty,  M.  D. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  and  fellow  members,  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  healthy  and  prosperous 
condition  of  our  Association.  The  brief  retrospect,  which  has 
just  been  presented  to  you,  of  our  progress  during  the  past  year, 
shows  that  we  have  fully  kept  pace  with  the  onward  march  of 
the  intelligent  enterprises  of  our  own  day  and  City  and  State. 
Let  these  pleasing  reflections,  however,  serve  only  as  incentives 
to  still  greater,  more  energetic  and  unremitting  acticn,  Let  us 
as  well  united  as  each  one  in  his  own  sphere,  lose  no  opportu- 
nity of  carrying  out  the  objects  of  our  Association — urging  its 
onward  movement,  and  developing  its  usefulness  and  its  influ- 
ence. In  a word,  let  ns,  animated  by  the  spirit  of  a generous 
emulation,  work  constantly  and  heartily  together,  in  the  en- 
deavor to  place  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  San  Fran- 
cisco among  the  foremost  of  kindred  Institutions. 

WM.  H.  STEVENS, 

President. 
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TABULAR  STATISTICS 

Showing  the  progress  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association , from 
its  organization  in  January , 1853,  to  March , 1860. 


1853.  Receipts. ...  $10,858  50.  Expenditures $10,726  51 

J854.  “ 13,387  30.  “ 11,838  02 

1855.  “ ....  9,015  85.  “ 8.747  96 

J856.  “ ....  10,300  00.  “ 8,989  27 

1857-  “ ....  11,777  87.  “ . 12  474  73 

1858-  “ ....12,089  15.  “ 1L704  09 

1859.  “ ....  16,854  82.  “ 19,045  i6 

l860-  “ • • • • 15,604  50.  “ 16^482  20 


1853. 
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1857. 
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1859. 

1860. 
1861. 


1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857. 

1858. 

1859. 

1860. 
1861. 


GROWTH  OP  THE  LIBRARY.  ' 

No.  of  Volumes  at  the  commencement  of  the  year.  .1,500 
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INCREASE  OF  MEMBERS. 


No.  of  Members  at  the  commencement  of  the  year. . 392 
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. .1694 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857. 

1858. 

1859. 

1860. 


OPERATIONS  OP  THE 
No.  of  Volumes  taken  out 

LL  LL  LL 
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Li  Li  Li 

LL  li  li 
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LIBRARY. 

3,371 

8,367 

. 10,466 

17,528 

17,321 

21,903 

25,757 


The  terms  of  Membership  in  this  Association,  are,  for  a Subscribing  Member,  an 
initiation  fee  of  $2,  and  quarterly  dues  of  S3,  payable  in  advance.  Shares  of  $25 
subject  to  the  same  assessments  as  Subscribing  Memberships.  Life  Memberships, 
$100,  without  further  assessments.  Life  Members  are  also  entitled  to  have  two 
shares  of  stock  issued  to  them  without  charge. 
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REGULATIONS  OP  THE  READING  ROOM. 

Sec.  i. — Tlie  Reading  Room  shall  be  open  every  day  through- 
out the  year,  from  8 o’clock  A.  M..  to  11  o clock  P.  M. 

Sec.  2. — No  member  shall  assume  the  liberty  of  arranging  the 
books  of  the  Library,  or  periodicals  on  the  tables,  or  of  per- 
forming any  of  the  duties  that  devolve  upon  the  Librarian. 

Sec.  8. — None  but  members  shall  be  allowed  the  privilege 
of  the  Reading.  Room,  unless  introduced  by  a member  of  the 
Association. 

Sec.  4. — Any  member  may  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  a 
friend  not  a resident  of  the  city,  whose  name  shall  be  registered 
by  the  Librarian  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  who  shall 
receive  a ticket  of  admission  to  the  Reading  Room  tor  the  term 
of  four  weeks. 

Sec.  5. — No  member  shall  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  the 
Reading  Room,  unless  all  dues  and  forfeituress  incurred  are 
liquidated. 

Sec.  6. — No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  remove  papers  from 
the  files,  or  books,  plates  or  periodicals  from  the  Reading  Room. 

Sec.  7. — Any  member  who  shall  mutilate  the  periodicals  or 
papers  placed  on  the  files  or  tables  in  the  Reading  Room,  or  re- 
move them  therefrom,  shall  be  liable  to  fine  and  expulsion. 

Sec.  8. — Should  a member  transgress  any  article  in  these  Reg- 
ulations, he  shall  be  reported  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  may 
take  such  measures  thereon  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  9. — The  Regulations  of  the  Library  and  Reading  Room 
shall  not  be  altered,  amended,  or  suspended,  unless  by  the  votes 
of  six  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  present  at  a stated 
meeting,  notice  being  given  for  that  purpose. 


REGULATIONS  OF  TIIE  LIBRARY. 


The  Library  shall  be  open  every  day  throughout  the  year,  from 
9 o’clock,  A.  M..  to  10  o'clock,  P.  M.,  excepting  Sundays,  the 
Fourth  of  July,  Thanksgiving  Day,  Christmas  and  New  ATear. 
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A member  may  receive,  applying  personally,  or  by  his  written 
order . one  volume,  if  it  be  a folio  or  quarto  ; and  two,  if  an  oc- 
tavo, or  duodecimo,  or  volume  of  less  size. 

Every  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set  delivered  as  afore- 
said, if  it  be  a folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks  ; an  octavo,  three 
weeks  ; or  a book  or  set  of  less  size,  two  weeks  ; except  new 
publications,  which,  until  they  have  been  in  the  Library  two 
months,  shall  not  be  detained — an  octavo  longer  than  two  weeks, 
and  books  of  less  size  one  week,  and  which  shall  not  be  renewed. 
No  book  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Librarian  for  any  Director  or 
Member. 

Any  member  who  shall  detain  a book  or  set  longer  than  the 
time  above  limited,  respectively,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
Librarian  for  every  day  a volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a folio, 
twenty  cents  ; a quarto,  fifteen  cents  ; an  octavo,  ten  cents  ; if  it 
be  a duodecimo,  or  smaller  volume  or  pamphlet,  five  cents. 

If  any  member  lose  or  injure  a book,  he  shall  make  the  same 
good  to  the  Librarian  ; and  if  the  book  lost  or  injured  be  one  of 
a set,  he  shall  pay  to  the  Librarian,  for  the  use  of  the  Associa- 
tion, the  full  value  of  said  set,  and  may  thereupon  receive  the 
remaining  volumes  as  his  property. 

No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  receive  a book  from  the 
Library  until  he  shall  have  paid  all  sums  due  from  him  to  the 
Association,  and  made  good  all  damages  and  losses  which  he 
may  have  occasioned. 

Books  of  Reference,  and  such  others  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  specially  designated  by  the  Board,  shall  not  be  taken  from 
the  Library,  except  by  special  permission  of  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  ; provided , however,  that  Newspapers,  Ency- 
clopaedias, Cyclopaedias,  Dictionaries  and  Atlasses,  shall,  in  no 
case,  be  taken  from  the  Library  Rooms. 

Any  member  wishing  to  withdraw  from  the  Association,  must 
inform  the  Librarian  of  it,  see  that  his  resignation  is  registered, 
and  pay  up  his  dues  and  fees,  else  he  will  be  considered  as  con- 
tinuing a member,  and  charged  accordingly,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 


OFFICERS— PAST  AND  PRESENT. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1853-4. 

President D.  S.  Turner. 

Vice-President J.  P.  Haven. 

Recording  Secretary W.  H.  Stevens. 

Corresponding  Secretary Dr.  H.  Gibbons. 

Treasurer C.  E.  Bowers,  Jr. 

Directors — E.  E.  Dunbar,  J.  B.  Crockett,  E.  P.  Flint.  D.  H. 
Haskell. 

Librarian W.  D.  Bickman. 

Assistant J.  J.  Tayker. 

OFFICERS  FCR  1854-5. 

President D.  S.  Turner. 

Vice-President FI.  Ckanning  Beals. 

Recording  Secretary W.  H.  Stevens. 

Corresponding  Secretary F.  A.  Woodworth. 

Treasurer C.  L.  Strong. 

Directors — W.  R.  Wadsworth.  P.  A.  Roach,  J.  H.  Purkitt,  E. 
P.  Flint,  F.  S.  Hawley,  W.  MacMichael,  D.  Olyphant  Vail.  A. 
G.  Randall,  J.  H.  Gardner. 

Librarian Horace  Davis. 

Assistant J.  J.  Tayker. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1855-6. 

President Henry  M.  Hale. 

Vice-President W.  FI.  Stevens. 

Recording  Secretary J.  H.  Gardiner. 

Corresponding  Secretary F.  A.  Woodworth. 

Treasurer Spear  Riddell. 

Directors — J.  H.  Purkitt,  Ira  P.  Rankin,  A.  W.  McKee,  J.  B. 
Newton,  R.  D.  W.  Davis,  R.  E.  Brewster,  W.  A.  Macondray,  J. 
M.  Coughlin,  W.  R.  Wadsworth. 

Librarian E.  De  Sola. 

Assistant J.  J.  Tayker. 
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OFFICERS  FOR  1856-7. 

presid*nt F.  A.  Woodworth. 

Vice-President E.  H.  Washburn. 

Recording  Secretary C.  Hyde. 

Corresponding  Secretary E.  H.  Howard. 

Treasurer W.  R.  Garrison. 

Directors  J.  G.  Kittle,  J.  H.  Coghill,  H.  D.  Oliphant,  C.  J. 
Dempster,  Id.  D.  Walbridge,  T.  J.  L.  Smiley,  W.  J.  Bailey,  J. 


A.  Donohoe,  G.  H.  Kellogg 

Librarian 

Assistant 


. H.  H.  Moore. 
. J.  J.  Tayker. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1857-8. 


President  

Vice-President 

Recording  Secretary .... 
Corresponding  Secretary 
T)  'easurer 


Ira  P.  Rankin. 
Andrew  W.  McKee. 
H.  I).  Oliphant. 

J.  M.  Shotwell. 
Jules  David. 


Directors— P.  Verplank,  Jr.,  C.  PI.  Raymond,  M.  J.  Burke, 
;^amuel  Hubbard,  T.  J.  Lamb,  George  Howes,  Wm.  Arrington, 
Benjamin  Haynes,  W.  F.  Parker. 


Librarian . ..H.  H.  Moore. 

Assistants D.  E.  Webb,  J.  J.  Tayker. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1858-9. 

Trident E.  H.  Washburn. 

Vice-President Joseph  A.  Donohoe. 

Recording  Secretary Samuel  Hubbard. 

Corresponding  Secretary. B.  Watkins  Leigh. 

Tourer Joseph  M.  Shotwell. 

Directors— A.  L.  Tubbs,  C.  IT.  Raymond,  Thomas  S.  Miller, 
Joseph  S.  Paxson,  Julius  K.  Rose,  Albert  Miller,  R.  B.  Swain, 
P.  T.  Southworth,  Jacob  B.  Moore. 

Librarian H.  H.  Moore. 

Assistants D.  E.  Webb,  J.  J.  Tayker, 
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OFFICERS  FOR  1859-60. 

President D.  C.  McRiier. 

Vice-President . Henry  Carlton,  Jr. 

Recording  Secretary Henry  C.  Lee. 

Corresponding  Secretary Edward  J . Pring'le. 

Treasurer T.  C . Banks. 

Directors — F.  A.  Holman,  J.  C.  Stone,  E.  J.  Muygridge,  Joshua 
Barker,  J.  W.  White,  Henry  M.  Haight,  J.  B.  Swasey,  S.  C, 
Bigelow,  Joseph  Hobart. 

Librarian H.  H.  Moore. 

Assistants D.  E.  Webb,  J.  J.  Tayker. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1860-61. 

President Wm.  H.  Stevens. 

Vice-President Wm.  R.  Garrison. 

Corresponding  Secretary R.  B.  Swain. 

Recording  Secretary Edw.  Hunt. 

Treasurer J.  G.  Kellogg. 

Directors — Chas.  Wolcott  Brooks,  Frank  Baker,  I).  P.  Belknap, 
William  Norris,  James  W.  J.  Pierson,  John  Shaw,  H.  C.  Macy. 
Charles  R.  Bond,  Thomas  Bennett. 

Librarian H.  H.  Moore. 

Assistants D.  E.  Webb,  J.  J.  Tayker. 


